
GOAL Analyzing primary sources

OBJECTIVES Participants will:
• Observe a primary source analysis

• Analyze a primary source

• Develop instructional strategies to help students examine and
analyze primary sources

MATERIALS Materials/Resources Using Primary Sources in the Classroom

Teacher's Guide to Analyzing Photographs and Prints

Primary Source Analysis Tool

Why Use Primary Sources

How to Use Primary Sources

A ‘Reader’ in cigar factory

Bibliographic record for A 'Reader' in cigar factory

Three cutters in Factory #7, Seacoast Canning Co.

Bibliographic record for Three cutters in Factory #7, Seacoast
Canning Co.

Night Scene, in an Indianapolis Glass Works.

Bibliographic record for Night Scene, in an Indianapolis Glass Works.

6 yr. old Earle Holt (or Hope)

Bibliographic record for 6 yr. old Earle Holt (or Hope)

‘Carrying-in’ boy in Alexandria Glass Factory

Bibliographic record for 'Carrying-in' boy in Alexandria Glass Factory

Some samples (not all) of the children in the 'Kindergarten Factory'

Bibliographic record for Some samples (not all) of the children in
the 'Kindergarten Factory'

[Addie Card], anaemic little spinner

Bibliographic record for [Addie Card], anaemic little spinner

Dotheboys Hall in session tucked away upstairs over the store.

Bibliographic record for Dotheboys Hall in session tucked away
upstairs over the store.

Time Required

1 hour 30 minutes

Standards

AASL 2.1.1
AASL 2.1.3
NETS-T 3b
NETS-T 3c
NETS-T 3d
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Working Girls Learning Dressmaking

Bibliographic record for Working Girls Learning Dressmaking

PREPARATION Read and understand the following Library of Congress resources before
the activity:

• Teacher's Guide to Analyzing Photographs and Prints
• Why Use Primary Sources

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/additionalresources/downloads/resources/handout-red.pdf
• How to Use Primary Sources

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/additionalresources/downloads/resources/handout-green.pdf

Print one copy per participant of the items below. Keep documents
separate.

• Teacher’s Guide to Analyzing Photographs and Prints
• Primary Source Analysis Tool
• A ‘Reader’ in cigar factory
• Bibliographic record for A ‘Reader’ in cigar factory

Print one copy of each of item below. Keep bibliographic records
separate from the primary sources.

• Three cutters in Factory #7, Seacoast Canning Co.
• Night Scene, in an Indianapolis Glass Works. Noon hour, May 18 [?],

1909. (print one)
• Sweeper in Pocasset Mill. 6 yr. old Earle Holt (or Hope)
• Some samples (not all) of the children in the ‘Kindergarten

Factory’
• ‘Carrying-in’ boy in Alexandria Glass Factory
• [Addie Card], anaemic little spinner
• Dotheboys Hall in session tucked away upstairs over the store.
• Working Girls Learning Dressmaking
• Bibliographic record for Mildred Kron, three years old, and

Gertrude Kron, five years old
• Bibliographic record for Three cutters in Factory #7, Seacoast

Canning Co.
• Bibliographic record for Night Scene, in an Indianapolis Glass

Works. Noon hour, May 18 [?], 1909.
• Bibliographic record for Sweeper in Pocasset Mill. 6 yr. old Earle

Holt (or Hope)
• Bibliographic record for ‘Carrying-in’ boy in Alexandria Glass
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Factory
• Bibliographic record for [Addie Card], anaemic little spinner
• Bibliographic record for Dotheboys Hall in session tucked away

upstairs over the store.
• Bibliographic record for Working Girls Learning Dressmaking

PROCEDURE
1. Distribute a copy of A ‘Reader’ in Cigar Factory to each

participant.

2. Model primary source analysis of A ‘Reader’ in Cigar Factory,
referring to the Teacher's Guide to Analyzing Photographs and
Prints as needed (do not distribute this to participants yet). Fill in
the Primary Source Analysis Tool with the help of the participants,
displaying with an overhead or another projection method.

• In the “observe” column, record details that you can see.

• In the “reflect” column, compare your prior knowledge to the
clues in the images and then record your hypotheses about
what you see. Differentiate between comments that are
observations and those that are reflections based on
observations. For example, “I see a man holding a pen” is an
observation, whereas “The man is writing” is a reflection.

• Use the “question” column to capture questions you may have
as you observe and consider what you know about the items.
Aim to generate open-ended questions that will prompt
further investigation and inquiry.

3. Share the bibliographic data with participants. Discuss what new
insights, if any, the information adds, what questions it answers,
what questions remain.

4. Distribute a Primary Source Analysis Tool to each participant. Ask
participants to form groups of four or five, select one image,
examine and discuss it, recording thoughts on the Primary Source
Analysis Tool.

5. After each group has completed its analysis, have participants
discuss their analysis with another group.

6. Inform them that the photographs they were given belong to a
collection that is based on a unifying theme. Ask them if they can
identify the theme (child labor). Distribute bibliographic
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information. Discuss what new insights, if any, the information
adds, what questions it answers, what questions remain.

7. Facilitate a discussion about ways primary sources engage students
and help them to develop critical thinking skills. You may wish to
refer to Why Use Primary Sources and How to Use Primary Sources.
Distribute the Teacher's Guide to Analyzing Photographs and
Prints, and request volunteers to offer suggestions for how they
might use this activity with their own students.

ASSESSMENT What did you learn from this activity? Compare what you learned from
examining a set of photos to what you learned from examining a single
photo. Any “aha” moments? If you did this with your own students,
what questions might you ask to guide them?
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