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Earlier this week, we had the great pleasure of working with Ms. Boudreaux and her 

two sections of Honors 10th Literature/Composition.  We used Monday to give 

students a hands-on experience in evaluating a variety of information sources. 
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We began with a quick chat about the importance of evaluating and assessing all 

information sources in the context of one’s research task and topic, not just websites.

We then introduced the CRAAP test and showed a short video to familiarize students 

with the principles and questions to consider; students also received a CRAAP test 

checklist (see below). 

http://chattahoochee-fultonschools.libguides.com/c.php?g=450923&p=3078717


 



After the video, we explained to the students our hypothetical research task and topic 

(aligned with their actual assignment), and we reviewed the procedures for 

participating in our write-around, our learning structure for students looking at the 

different information sources and using the CRAAP test as our set of conversation 

prompts to share how they would assess a particular source at each table. 

 

We used seven tables with butcher paper and one dry erase board to house each 

information source.  At each table was a description of the information source, a 

couple of print copies of the sources, and a set of writing prompts based on the CRAAP 

test.  For the NPR podcast, I provided an iPad for students to use if they wanted to 

listen to it along with viewing the transcript; sources that were housed outside the 



databases were given a shortcut URL students could use to pull up the sites on their 

own devices if they chose to do so. 

We gave students about 12 or so minutes to move around and write-around the 

information sources as they assessed the different resources; we also encouraged 

students to respond to each other’s statements. 







 





 



 

 

After the silent individual response piece of the activity, students then worked in small 

groups of four or so to evaluate the source at the station or table where they landed. 

They had three questions to consider and discuss as a group: 



 



 



 

Students had roughly 8-10 minutes to discuss and jot down responses; we then did a 

“lightning round” big group share.  Unfortunately, we ran out of time and didn’t have a 

chance for 1-2 groups in each class to share out, but other than the time issue, we felt 

the students had a positive and meaningful learning experience.   We really enjoyed 

seeing and hearing the students’ insights and ideas; it also provided opportunities to 

discuss points they brought up (particularly about the issue of website extensions and 

whether or not those are an actual indicator of credibility/reliability) and to clarify 

when needed.     I find the write-around learning structure from Harvey “Smokey” 

Daniels to be one I come back to again and again for a variety of assignments and 

contexts. 
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